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10 Augunst 1948

SUBJECT: Notes on Training in the Communist Party

The attached short sketch of the general and more overt
aspects of training in the Corwmnist Party has been prepared as
background infornatione. It is suggested that, for the purposes
of intelligence collection, attention be focusod wpon the ideolog-
ical indoctrination schoole on the regional and national levels,
as well as wpon those concerncd with speecialized training; 1.c.,
Party schools for Party orgenizers, agitators, propagandists,
saboteours, ctce TFor these and for rogional and national ideological
schools, the follow'ng items arc of particular interest:

a. nane and location of school

be type of instruction (curriculun and nethods)

ce duration and scope of courses

de student sclection

ce securilty neasures

fo idontitiecs of teachers and students

ge assliznnents of students after completion of courses
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YOTES ON TRAINING IN THE COMMUWIST PARTY

The training of a nember of the Cormmnist Party is a continuous
process, beginning from the tine he is first attracted to the Party
and intensified and formalized fronm the noment of his joining. It
is acconplished infornally by the exanple set for hin by the older
nenbers of his organization, by the practices of the party, the
activities in which he engages as a nenber, and by the enveloping
propagenda carried with the neubership statuss It is also
fornalized in lecturcs, discussion groups, and Party schoolss On
every level of the Party a U"responsible' or sccretary for education
and training supervises the cducational prograne Full-fledged
schools are set up on all levels, fron the cell (except when it is
too snall) to the national orgenizatinn,

The purpose of this paper is to outline briefly the four
levels of »arty training (cell, district, regiocn, national), their
curricula, organizational significance, and nethods of student
selection.

ELFIHENTARY INDOCTRIVATION

When they exist, schools at the cell level are usually
loosely organized, infornal affairs, Small cells, of course, have
no schools, and in cities, district or mmnicipal schools often
take the place of cell schools. Subjects taught by the responsidle
for education in the cell, and discussed by the new nenbers serve
the celll's elenentary indoctrination aine They consist of brief
historical sketches of Corrunism and the Party and of an introduction
to Commnist idecologys. This basic indoctrination is nandatory for
each recrult during his period of probationary nembership, 411
nerbers are supposed to attend study and discussion groups conducted
in their cell ond to devotec & fow hours a wccir to the study of
idecology and Party history. ZElenentary texts are distributed free,
or for a small chargee Most cells naintain librarics stocked
with standard Conmunist texts, supplied then by superior Party
organizationss

Sone of the subjects covered in the elenentory course given
by the Scetions (lecs, district organizations) of CP Belgiun in
1945 follow:

as Principles of socialist cconony: the sociulist state;
the "ictatorship of the proletariat! (cquals “ienocracy
for the peoplc.h)

be The struggle of the Comnunist Party for the renovation
©of the country: the struggle to cxtirpate all gerns of
faseisn; social and political reforus denanded.

ce Working clags solidarity.

s The CP 3elgiunm and "Denocratic Concentration" (United
front carpaign ageinst reactionaries and fascists).

€¢s The worik of the Party in the labor syndicates: the fight
for labor unity in Belgium; the CP and the FGTB (the
Party lobor federation) -- organization and functinn of
the FET3; the place of Comrwunists in the labor unions
(includes extracts from Ienin's "The Infantile Malady
of Leftisnm in Conrmnisn').

fe Organization and function of the party: study of the
party statutes outlining orgonization; consideration
of the work of the Party in the communes; an outline
of the party press and agltotion prograns and of the
cxecution of agitprop policiese
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g+ The work of Iarty orgonizations in the faectories.

It is intcresting to note that nembers and functionaries (1)
of cell, section, and federation levels in Brussels attend these
clenentary courses: thoet is, the basic course is held on all three
levelse Undoubtedly, federation functionarics attend the cleunentary
coursc as a "refresher!" rather than as an introduction to Communist
ideologye

Elenentary courses conducted by distriet orszanizations of
the Socialist Unity Party (SED) in the Soviect zonc of Gernony
cover naterial that is similer to that taught in the Belgian
schoolss The one-week SED course includes basic scientific
socialism and historical naterialism, with an emphasis on the
application of Marxzist formulae to current German and international
concitiong; public speaking, and techniques of organizing wonen and
factory~workerse. Henbers who have succassfully completced this
course may be noninated for a further two-week coursce The naterial
of the basic course is studicd in nore detail, and 2 brief study
of the histary of the Soviet Union and the history of the trade~
union novenent arc addeds Two or three of the better students in
each course arc naned by the district seeretary as candidates for
further study at the regional schoolse

In the regional sechools of the Gernan Socialist Unity Party,
the first atteupt is nade to elaborate and specialize the training
given to particular groups -— Party adninistration, finencial
practice, literary and journalistic work, and gencoral monagerienta
Standard Corrwnist texts arc read, analygzed, and discussed; instruc-
tion is given in the methods of organizing workers' councils in
factories, tactical operations in trade unions, etcs

The Milan and Bologna branches of the Central Cadrc School
of CP Italy train students selceted from the distriets, specializing
in techniques of propaganda and agitation. These regional branches,
as well as the Central School at Rene, do not nezlect icdeological
education, which is a constant conccrn of schonls at all levels;
however, it is in the reglonal schools that serious training in
nethods and practices is first given. 3elow the regional level, the
cophasis apnears to be on thercugh grounding in Marxist ideologye

On recormendation by regional comnittecs, narticularly apt
enC. ideologically sccure rierbers are sent on to national schoolse
Presunably, those selected have had snne yoars! cxperience in
party work and prolLably most of them hold district or reginnal
positionse

ADVANCED TRAINING

Students at the national schools attend on o full-tine basise
Courses vary in length, but usually last for at least three nonthse.
Entrance requirenents arc usually high, graduation from a regional
school beings a standard prorequisitce In addition to nore advanced
courscs in Commnist ideology, the national schools stress practical
work in order to preparc students for the rcalitics of party adnin-
istratione At the Karl Marx School at Licbenwalde, the top national
school operated by the Socialist Unity Party, for example, all
students were given threc weeks'! leave in order to participate in
the electoral campaign preceding the elections in the Soviect zonee
The students worked as clectoral organizers, speakers, publicity
nanagers, etce

The six nonths! course at the Xarl Marx School offered in-
struction in standard idecology, the strategy and tactics of the
class strug.le, history of Russian and Europeon labor novencnts,
trade union problens, problems of Soviet Russia, and Russian
foreign policye This curriculun was taught by pernmonent stoaff
rnenberse Problems bearing on current political and econonic
conditions in Germany ond the world were covered, for the nost
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part, by visiting lecturers. Delicate issues, such as Socialist
Party policies in the western zoncs {wherc the Corrnists and the
Socinlists are not exactly in agrecement) and Soviet policies in
Gerriany were avoideds Upon graduation, the students were rated

and sent out to fill administrative posts in the civil government of
the Sovict zone, in the SED or in the Coriminist Party organization
in the western zoncse

The Liebenwalde school has reccntly undertaken a two-year
course, which will give students a very thorough grounding in
ldeology and in practiceal worikke The school will becone, in effect,
a Party university with facultics in Philosophy, History, Econonics
and Governments The study of Russian, English or French is required.
The first half-year is devoted to general orientation in the four
nain faculties; after that, the student rust concentrate on one of
theme The Liebenwalde study plan includes under Philosophy:

as» introduction to Marzism;

be dialccties;

ce philosophical end historical matcrialism.

The Econonles faculty foatures lectures ont

ae capital, production, prices;

be state-nonopolistic war capitalism;

¢s featurcs of German inperialisne
The field of History stresses:

a2« the industrial revolution in Ensland;

be the 1848 revolution in Gernany;

ce the Paris conuune;

de the two world wars;

©s history of the Gernon labor movenent

fe history of Russia
Theoretical and practical problems include the study of classes
and the class struggle, Marxist teachin s on the state, policics of
the Socialist Unity Party, and questions concerning unions, youth,
worien, farners, culture, schools, and elducation in general. General

thenes enbrace rhetoric, style, and the technigques of Mspiritual®
WOTKe

SPECIAL SCHOOLS.

In addition to schools for its nenbers, thc Borty also
sponsors cnurses for workers, wonen, cultural front leaders, ctce
It also operates specizlist schonls for the training of propa-
gandists, saboteurs, intelligence agents, and lobor organizerse
It is inpossibdle at this time to consider those schools concerned
with the teaching of illespl techniques, but the curricula of
a youth-leaders! school and of a school for labor organizers follow,
in order to illustrate the ways in which the Party shifis its
crphagis fron me fiecld of interest to anothers

A Youth 3Schoole.

Subjects taught by a national training school for youth
leaders of CP Austria at Xaltonleutgeben (near Vienna, in the
Soviet zone) include the following:
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a. Comrmnist ideology;

be General history;

ce History of the USSR; Sovict econony, arny, culturc;

de Origins, orgenization, and statutes of CP Austring

©e Austrian history ané cconomics;

fo Austrien doncstic ond foreigh state policy;

gs Propaganda and strike toctics;

he Party press work;

i+ Trade union work;

.J» Austrian youth organizations, including the Free
Austrian Youth (the narty suxiliary, FOJ);

k. Techniques of youth lectures;

. Dialecticsl methods.

The lectnres at this school were given by top party youth and
edicational leacers. 1!'ost of the students were nembers of the FOJ,
and the daily schedule extended from 0815 to 1700 hours, with an
adlitional two hours late in the evening for debates, the showing of
filns, etce

According to the unevaluated roport from which the above outline

was drawn, a small number of graduates of the school were chosen
fron each class to go on to more advanced study in the Soviet Union.

A Schoel for Labor Orgenizers

The following lectures were given in a 3erlin school for
shop delegates frou 23 October to B Novenber 1948:

as Historical situation of the working class and the
basic tasks of the party;
b. Hitlerign, Gernany's war guilt, 2nd the collective
responsibility of the German peonle;
Ce Prussian Germon imperialisn;
ds The Potsdan Conference: its eccnonic provisions;
reparations;
es The German econonic situation: the fight against
nionopolistic entreprencurs:
f+ Trade unions questions:
1. developnent of unions
2. tasks of the unions
g+ Problens of factory councils;
he Social legislation and the youth problom;
i, Women in industry: retraining, vocational advice;
worien in unions and their protection;
Je The role of the workers and the trade unions in the
Soviet Uniong
k. Role of the Communists in the factorye

In view of the concentration of the above lecturcs on gencral
historical and theoretical problems, it is probable that the course
wes prinarily designed to give background to the students. It nay
safely be assumed that they later progresszed to other courses of a
nore practical natures
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